
The World Is Broken. 
We No Longer Live In A Paradise. 

 
Sin in the strict sense implies guilt for which one is 
personally responsible. Therefore, the term “Original Sin” 
refers not to a personal sin, but rather to the disastrous, 
fallen state of mankind into which the individual is born, 
even before he himself sins by a free decision. 
 
In talking about Original Sin, Pope Benedicts XVI says that 
we must understand “that we all carry within us a drop of 
the poison of the way of thinking, illustrated by the 
images in the Book of Genesis… The human being does 
not trust God. Tempted by the serpent, he harbors the 
suspicion… that God is a rival who curtails our freedom and that we will be fully human only 
when we have cast him aside… Man does not want to receive his existence and the fullness of 
his life from God… and in doing so, he trusts in deceit rather than in truth and thereby sinks 
with his life into emptiness, into death.” (Pope Benedict XVI, December 8, 2005) 
 
Genesis 2:16-17 

“The Lord God gave the man this order: You are free to eat from any of the trees of the 
garden except the tree of knowledge of good and evil. From that tree you shall not eat; 
when you eat from it you shall die.” (Note: since they do not die as soon as they eat from 
the forbidden tree, the meaning seems to be that human beings have become mortal, 
destined to die by virtue of being human.) 

Genesis 3:1-13 

“Now the snake was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the Lord God had 
made. He asked the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You shall not eat from any of the trees 
in the garden’?” The woman answered the snake: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden; it is only about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that God 
said, ‘You shall not eat it or even touch it, or else you will die.’” But the snake said to the 
woman: “You certainly will not die! God knows well that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened and you will be like gods, who know good and evil.” The woman saw that 
the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eyes, and the tree was desirable for 
gaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; and she also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 



loincloths for themselves. When they heard the sound of the LORD God walking about in 
the garden at the breezy time of the day, the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden. The Lord God then called to the man and 
asked him: Where are you? He answered, “I heard you in the garden; but I was afraid, 
because I was naked, so I hid.” Then God asked: Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat? The man replied, 
“The woman whom you put here with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, so I ate it.” 
The Lord God then asked the woman: What is this you have done? The woman 
answered, “The snake tricked me, so I ate it.” 

Genesis 3:17-19 

“To the man he said: Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about 
which I commanded you, You shall not eat from it, Cursed is the ground because of you! 
In toil you shall eat its yield all the days of your life. Thorns and thistles it shall bear for 
you, and you shall eat the grass of the field. By the sweat of your brow you shall eat 
bread, until you return to the ground, from which you were taken; For you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return.” 

Genesis 3:23 

“The Lord God therefore banished him from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from 
which he had been taken.” 

============================================================================ 

Sponsors and Confirmands Discuss These Questions 

Sponsors, refer to the additional page I gave to you, but do not show to confirmands. 

Confirmands will refer to the verses above to answer these questions. 

 

Question 1: What trick does the serpent use to persuade Eve to eat the fruit? 

Question 2: What promises does the serpent make? 

Question 3: Why does Eve decide to eat the forbidden fruit? 

Question 4: What consequence does the breaking of this commandment have on the 
relationship between God and man? 

Question 5: What consequence does the breaking of the commandment have on the 
relationship of men with one another? 

Question 6: What are the consequences of the Fall for the whole of creation? 

 



 

NOTES FOR SPONSORS TO REFER TO AS CONFIRMANDS ANSWER QUESTIONS 

Question 1: The serpent deliberately misrepresents God’s commandment in order to sow mistrust. 
Eve at first resists the attempt, but she then makes God’s commandment sound stricter than it really 
is. 

Question 2: When the serpent talks about knowing good and evil, this does not mean the simple 
ability to distinguish between good and bad deeds – something man is already capable of doing 
through his conscience – but knowledge in a more comprehensive sense. That is why the serpent also 
promises that man will become like God. In this way, he provokes the desire within man to determine 
for himself what is good and evil – and in so doing to separate himself from God. It is here that the 
real sin lies. 

Question 3: Eve allows herself to be blinded by these empty promises; she sees only the supposed 
advantages of the forbidden fruit and then tries to justify her decision to herself, although she knows 
full well that her decision was wrong. The dialogue between Eve and the serpent mirrors the inner 
conflict in our on consciences when we waver between the seduction of sin and the voice of God. The 
sense of mistrust that the serpent so successfully fosters here – whether God really has our best 
interests at heart with his commandments – can then often lead us to decide against God. 

Question 4: The deliberate rejection of God’s will separates man from God. This is made clear in the 
text when Adam and Eve suddenly feel ashamed and hide away from God. The original harmony 
between God and man has been destroyed by the decision of man. The expulsion from paradise is 
described in the Bible as the punishment that God imposes on man. However, in reality, it is also the 
necessary consequence of man’s own decision to set himself against God and thereby destroy the 
harmonious relationship with God (i.e. paradise). 

Question 5: This sin also destroys the harmony in the relationship with men. This is made clear in the 
test when Adam and Eve feel ashamed in front of each other and make themselves clothes out of fig 
leaves. But this disharmony between men has other bitter fruits as well: for example, Adam and Eve 
both try to blame someone else. Eve blames the serpent for her own decision, while Adam blames 
Eve and even attempts to blame God himself. This now damages relationship between men still 
characterizes our behavior toward each other today. This is not the way it was planned by God, but is 
the consequence of the Fall. 

Question 6: Through this, the very first sin in world history, not only is the relationship broken 
between God and man and between one man and another, but the whole of creation is deprived of 
its original harmony. This is made clear in the text when God speaks of the ground having been cursed 
because of Adam’s sin. In the life of paradise, man never went hungry but had every kind of fruit to 
eat; but now he has to feed himself painfully and with hard labor. All in all, creation has been broken! 
From now on, suffering and death will be a part of life. Hence, for man, the world is no longer in the 
state of perfection in which God created it, but is damaged by sin. It is not completely destroyed, and 
man can still recognize the hand  of God, for example, in its beauty, but now it carries within itself the 
tendency toward evil. Here again, it is important to understand that man has caused this himself by 
how own decision to sin. The destruction of this harmony is not God’s will, but is the consequence of 
man’s own actions. 


